
The Captain Wohlt Inn sits in the 
heart of the historic district of  
Hermann, Missouri, in the center 

of Missouri’s wine country. Just over an 
hour west of St. Louis and three hours 
east of Kansas City, it is minutes off  the 
KT Trail, the nation’s longest rails-to-
trails bike path. � ere are seven winer-
ies within 15 minutes and many historic 
sites nearby. With four lovingly restored 
buildings on the National Historic Regis-
try, � e Captain Wohlt Inn is the perfect 
place to gather with friends and family 
or to be alone with that someone special. 
Surrounded by colorful gardens, its eight 
rooms and four suites off er a haven for 
those who want to retreat from the busy 
world to a quieter time but still enjoy 
modern amenities.
 Hermann was founded in 1836 by 
German immigrants in Philadelphia who 

were alarmed at the growing impact of 
English society on their lives and chil-
dren. It was to be “the German home-
land in the New World.”  � e fast grow-
ing German Resettlement Society, with 
members recruited both in Germany and 
among German settlers throughout the 
United States, purchased land along the 
Missouri River. � ey sought to establish 
a city modeled on the layout of Philadel-
phia, though it was expected to become 
much larger and more important. In fact, 
Market Street in Hermann is actually 10 
feet wider than the one in Philadelphia!    
In December of 1837, the fi rst group of 
settlers arrived in the Midwest wilderness 
and only survived their fi rst winter with 
the help of a few hardy and generous set-
tlers already living there. In the spring of 
1838, the less foolhardy members of the 
society joined them, and Hermann was 
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A delightful breakfast awaits you at the Captain Wohlt Inn

begun in earnest. 
After a rough start, Hermann began to 

grow and thrive becoming a bustling cen-
ter of wine making and riverboat traffic. 
By the early 1900s it was a leader in both 
of these activities as well as being a truly 
German town. The German Schoolhouse 
educated the town’s children in German, 
teaching English as a second language. 
This success lasted until Prohibition when 
the town’s leading industry was destroyed 
on “the day the river ran red.” As well as 
pouring out all the wine, government of-
ficials destroyed equipment for making 
wine, casks and barrels for storing it, and 
even the very grape vines from which it 
came. Quickly following this disaster, the 
two world wars brought other hardships 
to a place which had lived on pride in its 
German culture. 

Heinrich Wohlt emigrated to Ameri-
ca’s “Rhine Country” from Germany in 
1843 at age of 10. He fell in love with 
the river and became a highly successful 
steamboat captain and entrepreneur in 

Hermann. He built the two story frame 
house, which is now The Captain Wohlt 
Inn, as his retirement home in 1886. At 
the same time, he purchased the German 
vernacular home in front of it (built by 
Michael Poeschel in 1840) to be rental 
property. 

One hundred years later, Harry and 
Lee Sammons purchased these two prop-
erties along with the adjacent brick home 
(built by Henry Peters in 1840) and re-
stored them to operate as a bed and break-
fast. They opened The Captain Wohlt Inn 
in 1987 and ran it with help from their 
daughter and her family. They later sold 
the property in 2001 to Kent and Mat 
Wilkins who began their lives (and Mat’s 
dream) as innkeepers. In 2003, Kent and 
Mat purchased the 1892 brick cottage 
across the street, remodeled it, and added 
it to the Inn as The Captain’s Neighbor. 

The Captain Wohlt Inn now offers 
eight rooms and four suites with beau-
tiful antique furnishings and the latest 
technology to add to guests’ comfort. 

Each unique room has its own full bath, 
and any stay includes a full hot breakfast 
(some say the best in Hermann) served in 
the Inn dining room. 

The Inn, which served as Captain 
Wohlt’s home, has five adult-only bed-
rooms decorated in lovely Victorian 
style.  Two of the bedrooms are quaint 

“attic rooms” with small bathrooms.  The 
rooms are peaceful with no televisions. 
Outside, guests can sit alone or with com-
pany on the brick patios and watch birds, 
rabbits, and the occasional deer cavorting 
in the lovely gardens. On cool nights, an 
outdoor stove adds warmth to the experi-
ence. 

The Wohlt Suites offer beautifully ap-
pointed rooms, each with a separate en-
trance and private outdoor area. Inside, 
guests have the choice of a claw foot tub, 
jetted modern bath, or two-person jacuzzi 
as well as shower in each.  Both the Pe-
ters Suite and the Poeschel Suite welcome 
children and have a VCR added to the 
cable TV so guests can enjoy a romantic 
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The Sweetheart Room in Captain Wohlt's home

The Irish Room invites you to rest in a luxurious Waverly-clad bed

The English Suite features a king-size bed with a cozy sitting area

movie or entertain the kids with a Disney 
film. The Poeschel Suite has a separate 
nursery, so the youngest guests may rest 
in privacy! Each suite also has a lovely sit-
ting room plus microwave and refrigera-
tor. The Sammons Suite offers total pri-
vacy for an adult couple with a king-size 
bed and romantic double jacuzzi en suite 
in addition to separate bath and small 
kitchen. This suite features a stunning 

original limestone wall in the main room 
and kitchen.  

Directly across Third Street from the 
Suites is The Captain’s Neighbor with 
rooms themed to honor later nationalities 
of Hermann.  Decorated in authentic his-
toric colors, the rooms offer adults both 
tasteful surroundings for a romantic get-
away as well as technology and space for 
a small business meeting. In keeping with 

the theme of each room, the CD player 
alarm clocks have appropriate music for 
the theme. 

The English Suite has a garden feel 
and huge king bedroom with fireplace,  
romantic sitting area, large bath with two-
person jetted tub and shower, and a micro-
wave and refrigerator. The French Room 
is a rose and green joy with another claw 
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Captain Wohlt’s home was built in 1886 and is located in the heart of the Historic National Register District
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tainment and exercise. For some serious 
exercise (or a short burst of fun) the KT 
trail is just outside town where visitors 
can take a short ride or bike the entire 
way across the state (of course, staying at 
B&Bs along the way).  Transportation to 
and from the trail is provided to guests  of 
the Inn at no charge.  
 Art is a big part of cultural life in     
Hermann, and the many local artists 
turn out lovely paintings, original pottery, 
great outdoor sculptures, and other art 
forms – much of which can be viewed in 
the artists’ studios. Several excellent res-
taurants are available including the new 
Kaff ee Haus which serves gourmet cof-
fee and off ers live music. After a long day 
exploring historical Hermann,  guests are 
more than ready to return to � e Captain 
Wohlt Inn for a good night’s sleep!

Captain Wohlt Inn
123 East Third Street
Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3357
captainwohltinn@gmail.com
www.captainwohltbandb.com 
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� e Captain Wohlt Inn off ers several 
getaway packages. See their website
for details.

AREA ATTRACTIONS

AMENITIES & POLICIES
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� e Captain Wohlt Inn is close to many 
area attractions. Gift shops, antique 
stores, art studios and seven area wineries 
make Hermann a great destination.

• Katy Trail, longest rail to trail in the 
country
• Weekend Festivals
• New outdoor municipal pavilion
• Deutschheim State Historic Site
• Old German Schoolhouse Museum
• Missouri River
• Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows
• Self Guided Historic Walking Tour  
   (Coming Oct. 2006)
• Showboat Community � eatre
• State Parks
• Golf, Horseback riding, Boating
    and Canoeing

Amenities and Policies

Credit cards accepted
Suitable for children 
No smoking
Handicap accessible room 
Fireplace
TV 
Jacuzzi tub
Internet access
Spa Services

foot tub/shower and access to the won-
derful gathering room. In this peaceful 
common room, guests can enjoy cookies 
and coff ee, magazines and books, a large 
screen TV, games around the table, or just 
socialize with friends both old and new.  
� e themed rooms continue upstairs with 
the Irish Room and the Native American 
Room.  Whether visiting for business or 
pleasure, � e Captain Wohlt Inn is a per-
fect place.
 What is there to see and do when ven-
turing out from the comforts of the Cap-
tain Wohlt?  Since the 1950’s, Hermann 
has encouraged a renewed interest in its 
German heritage. In this little town of 
fewer than 3000, there are more than 110 
buildings on the National Historic Regis-
try, and the entire area surrounding � e 
Captain Wohlt is designated a National 
Historic District.  � e restoration of Ger-
man vernacular and Victorian buildings 
in the town is astounding. Two wonderful 
museums within walking distance show-
ing local history are the volunteer-run 
Old German School House and the state 
historic site of Deutschheim Museum. 
 � ere are many festivals to enjoy in 
the area.  � e famous Maifest was revived 
in 1952 and is a wonderful celebration of 
culture the third week-end in May. Every 
week-end in October is Octoberfest with 
nature providing the background for a 
month-long German party. Wurstfest is 
held in March and features sausage mak-
ing, German culture, and even a Weiner 
Dog competition for a truly unique expe-
rience. Every week-end, as well as during 
the week, the seven wineries within 15 
minutes of the Inn are open for gorgeous 
views, wine tasting, and camaraderie in 
lovely old or new facilities. 
 Shopping is an adventure in the quaint 
antique and gift shops that off er treasures 
old and new.  � eater is alive and well in 
Hermann with a great little local theater 
featuring live performances of drama and 
song by local and outside performers. A 
new amphitheater is currently being built 
by the little river that runs through town, 
as is a new walking trail by the big river 
(the Missouri!) to provide outside enter-
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